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5-10 minute walk from
Itoigawa Station to

Amatsu Shrine.

5-10 minute walk from
Itoigawa Station to

Amatsu Shrine.

FESTIVAL SCHEDULEFESTIVAL SCHEDULE

April 10thApril 10th
Around 10:30 am - Arrival of  the GodsAround 10:30 am - Arrival of  the Gods
Around 11:00 am - Handing over theAround 11:00 am - Handing over the
mikoshi (from the stage to the carriers)mikoshi (from the stage to the carriers)
Around 1:00 pm - Around 1:00 pm - BugakuBugaku Dances Dances
Around 5:00 pm - Festival EndAround 5:00 pm - Festival End

April 11thApril 11th
Around 1:00 pm - Around 1:00 pm - BugakuBugaku Dances Dances
Around 5:00 pm - Festival EndAround 5:00 pm - Festival End

※ All times are subject to change.※ All times are subject to change.
※ Please take care when observing the※ Please take care when observing the
event and obey the directions of  police andevent and obey the directions of  police and
event officials.event officials.

ItoigawaItoigawa
Fighting FestivalFighting Festival

Amatsu Shrine SpringAmatsu Shrine Spring  
Grand FestivalGrand Festival

MORE INFORMATIONMORE INFORMATION
ABOUT ITOIGAWAABOUT ITOIGAWA

DISCOVER ITOIGAWA
(English Itoigawa Official Tourist 

Information Homepage)

※May be cancelled or delayed for inclement weather or
unforeseen circumstances.

※May be cancelled or delayed for inclement weather or
unforeseen circumstances.

The Itoigawa Kenka Matsuri (Itoigawa FightingThe Itoigawa Kenka Matsuri (Itoigawa Fighting
Festival) is held each April 10Festival) is held each April 10  and 11 and 11  at at
Amatsu Shrine. Centuries old, this festival is heldAmatsu Shrine. Centuries old, this festival is held
to pray for a bountiful harvest and good catch ofto pray for a bountiful harvest and good catch of
fish. Two teams of  young men from Itoigawa’sfish. Two teams of  young men from Itoigawa’s
Teramachi and Oshiage districts carry 600kgTeramachi and Oshiage districts carry 600kg
portable shrines, running circles around theportable shrines, running circles around the
shrine grounds and clashing together multipleshrine grounds and clashing together multiple
times in a display of  strength.times in a display of  strength.  
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As the fighting concludes, local children andAs the fighting concludes, local children and
adults perform adults perform bugaku bugaku court dances passedcourt dances passed
down over the centuries on the central stage.down over the centuries on the central stage.

Amatsu Shrine was said to have been foundedAmatsu Shrine was said to have been founded
during the reign of Emperor Keikō around 100during the reign of Emperor Keikō around 100
AD. The current worship hall (AD. The current worship hall (haidenhaiden), easily), easily
recognised by its distinctive thatch roof, wasrecognised by its distinctive thatch roof, was
rebuilt in 1662.rebuilt in 1662.
The main deity enshrined here is The main deity enshrined here is Amenigishi-Amenigishi-
Kuninigishi-Amatsu-Hiko-Hiko-Ho-no-Ninigi-no-Kuninigishi-Amatsu-Hiko-Hiko-Ho-no-Ninigi-no-
MikotoMikoto, grandson of the Sun Goddess said to, grandson of the Sun Goddess said to
have been sent from heaven to rule Japan.have been sent from heaven to rule Japan.  

AMATSU SHRINEAMATSU SHRINE

KENKA MATSURIKENKA MATSURI
Fighting Shrines (Kenka Mikoshi)Fighting Shrines (Kenka Mikoshi)

Amatsu Shrine Worship Hall (Haiden)Amatsu Shrine Worship Hall (Haiden)
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BUGAKU COURT DANCES OF AMATSU SHRINEBUGAKU COURT DANCES OF AMATSU SHRINE


