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Nou’s Hakusan Shrine
Spring Grand Festival

This festival is held every April 24This festival is held every April 24  at Nou Hakusan at Nou Hakusan
Shrine in Itoigawa City. Beginning in the 15Shrine in Itoigawa City. Beginning in the 15
century, it centers on 11 century, it centers on 11 bugaku.bugaku. The festival starts The festival starts
with the with the ShishimaiShishimai (Lion’s Dance.) Two men (Lion’s Dance.) Two men
dressed as a mythological lion dance around thedressed as a mythological lion dance around the
shrine grounds. Around noon, the running of  theshrine grounds. Around noon, the running of  the
Shrines begin, where young men carry threeShrines begin, where young men carry three
mikoshimikoshi portable shrines on their backs, running in portable shrines on their backs, running in
circles around the shrine grounds. Following thecircles around the shrine grounds. Following the
Running of  the Shrines, 11 different bugaku courtRunning of  the Shrines, 11 different bugaku court
dances are performed by adults and children, somedances are performed by adults and children, some
as young as 4! These dances culminate in theas young as 4! These dances culminate in the
dramatic Ryō’ō Dance performed in the light of  thedramatic Ryō’ō Dance performed in the light of  the
setting sun.setting sun.

thth
thth

Nestled at the base of Mt. Oyama (87m), theNestled at the base of Mt. Oyama (87m), the
current main sanctuary (current main sanctuary (hondenhonden) was built in 1515) was built in 1515
following a fire, and is registered as a Nationallyfollowing a fire, and is registered as a Nationally
Important Cultural Property.Important Cultural Property.  
Nou Hakusan Shrine enshrines local goddessNou Hakusan Shrine enshrines local goddess
Princess Nunakawa, her husband Ōnamuchi-no-Princess Nunakawa, her husband Ōnamuchi-no-
Mikoto and the primordial god Izanagi-no-Mikoto.Mikoto and the primordial god Izanagi-no-Mikoto.
Despite being a Shinto Shrine, Nou HakusanDespite being a Shinto Shrine, Nou Hakusan
Shrine also houses many Buddhist icons andShrine also houses many Buddhist icons and
treasures, remnants of a time where the linestreasures, remnants of a time where the lines
between these two religious traditions were blurred.between these two religious traditions were blurred.
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NOU MATSURINOU MATSURI
Bugaku (Court Dances)Bugaku (Court Dances)

Nou Hakusan Shrine Worship Hall (Haiden)Nou Hakusan Shrine Worship Hall (Haiden)

April 24April 24thth

Around 9:00 am - Shishimai DanceAround 9:00 am - Shishimai Dance
Around 12:00 pm - Mikoshi Running Grand FestivalAround 12:00 pm - Mikoshi Running Grand Festival
Around 1:00 pm - Bugaku Court Dances (Important Intangible Folk-Around 1:00 pm - Bugaku Court Dances (Important Intangible Folk-
Cultural Property)Cultural Property)

※ All times are subject to change.※ All times are subject to change.
※ Please take care when observing the event and obey the directions※ Please take care when observing the event and obey the directions
of  police and event officials.of  police and event officials.
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Information Homepage)

※May be cancelled or delayed for inclement weather or※May be cancelled or delayed for inclement weather or
unforeseen circumstances.unforeseen circumstances.
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