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Nou’s Hakusan Shrine
Spring Grand Festival

ey’

NOU MATSURI

This festival is held every April 24" at Nou Hakusan
Shrine in ltoigawa City. Beginning in the 15
century, it centers on 11 bugaku. The festival starts
with the Shishimai (Lion’s Dance.) Two men
dressed as a mythological lion dance around the
shrine grounds. Around noon, the running of the
Shrines” begin, where young men carry three
mikoshi portable shrines on their backs, running in
circles around the shrine grounds. Following the
Running of the Shrines, 11 different bugaku court
dances are performed by adults and children, some
as young as 4! These dances culminate in the
drarmatic Ryo’d Dance performed in the light of the
setting sun.
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NOU HAKUSAN SHRINE

Nestled at the base of Mt. Oyama (87m), the
current main_sanctuary (honden) was built in 1515
following a fire, and is registered as a Nationally
Important Cultural Property.

Nou Hakusan Shrine enshrines lqcal goddess
Princess Nunakawa, her husband Onamuchi-no-
Mikoto and the primordial god Izanagi-no-Mikoto.
Despite beln% a Shinto” Shrine, "Nou Hakusan
Shrine also houses many Buddhist icons and
treasures, remnants of a time where the lines
between these two religious traditions were blurred.
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20 minute walk from
Nou Station to Hakusan
Shrine.

Echigo TOKImeki Railway

Hokuriku Expressway
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FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

¥May be cancellfd or dela for inclement weather or
unforeseen circumstances.

: April 24"

¢ Around 9:00 am - Shishimai Dance

Around 12:00 pm - Mikeshi'Running Grand Eestival
+ Around 1:00 pm - Bugaku Court Dances (Important Intangible Folk=
i Cultural Property)

X All times are subject to change.
X Please take care when observing the event and ebey the directions
i ofipolice and event officials.

CONTACT US

Itoigawa City
Tourism Association Office
9itoigawa-k_anko@ae.wakwak.com
1-7-47 Omachi, ltoigawa,
Niigata 941-0061

DISCOVER ITOIGAWA
(English Itoigawa Official Tourist
Information Homepage)

Itoigawa
Nou Festival

Nou Hakusan Shrine

Spring Grand Festival

APRIL 24™




Shishimai (Lion Dance) - 2 Adults

These two dancers dress as a shishi, a mytho-
logical lion-like creature. They dance in front of
thé procession to purify the fgn:nmd. The shishi-

mai is not considered éne of the bugaku dances.
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4. Chikynu - 4 Children

. Thought to have arrived in Japan from China
in the 8% century. the true, %]gm of this dance
remain a mystery. Four childrén dance gracetul-
ly in beautiful cfowns adomed with flowers.
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1. Enbu (Waving Spears) - 2 Children

In the first dance of the bugaku performance,
2 children dance with spears to purify the stage
and dispel evil spirits.

2. Sdrai (Worship Dance) - 4 Children

This quiet, elegant dance is performed in
white silk crepe garments and flower-adomed
CrowIs.

3. Dérari - 1 Child

Ounly 5 min long, this is a very short dance

and the only child’s dance which uses a mask.

The movenients are simple and comical. Watch
for the part where the dancer pretends to fall.
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Noh Baitd - 1 Adult 6. Taiheiraku of Great Peace)-4 Children
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15 celebrating Victory over the beast that ha Wartiors into e, they dance holding swords ; ia

B i iitx, faskintie. totoaniin. i hand repre- and spears. s, dince celebrates the Guppres: dance represents two fiolicking dragons. The dancers

sents the weapon used to slay the beast. sion of chaos and a retumn to righteous order. wear fii ghtening masks and hold ceremonial batons.

8. Kyithoraku (Archery Dance) - 4 Children

Four children m nobleman’s aowns dace with
bows and amows. They each shoot amows around the
stage, shooting another just before leaving.

9. Chigo Batd - 1 Child

Wearing a celestial crown of flowers and
putple robes and holding a ceremonial fan. a
single child dances quietly and elegantly.

10. Ringa (Flower Song) - 4 Children 11. Ryo-o (Prince of Lanling) - 1 Adult
In purple silk crepe robes and flower crowns. C]Qﬂe _]‘31'15:‘111 fm&gus&tianae isthe le.%{*’-'il‘.ﬂ_ﬂfa
these children dance with flowers in this final Sl A s Ll LU R L

i battle. The amset was an omeri of the prince’s de-
dance of solemn elegance before the finale. feat, so the king made it rise. As the sun sets over the

Sea of Japan, this dance bedions the sun to rise again.



